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afterwards Lord Barcaple, who had succeeded
Welsh. Sir David Brewster was a constant con-
tributor for science, and Chalmers for theology and
social economy. It appeared that Hamilton
had spoken indulgently to Welsh and others of
my philosophical inclination, which explained the
unexpected proposal. I had been attracted to
the ' Review' as a reader, but I had not appeared
even in the humblest form in print, nor conceived
the possibility of already sharing in this enterprise.
At last I ventured to suggest "Berkeley" or
"Leibniz," as alternative subjects for an article.
Mr Maitland preferred " Leibniz," with prominence
given to his personality instead of to abstract
philosophy. The eclecticism of the German, his
curious learning, not unlike Hamilton's, the optim-
ist conception of the universe in the 'Theodicee,'
and his negotiations for a comprehensive union
of divided Christendom, were full of interest, and
my juvenile essay, inadequate as it now appears,
was received with unmerited consideration. It
opened the way to wider social intercourse and
other consequences.

Already the months at Cramond had been
enlivened by occasional intercourse with Patrick
MacDougall, years before a notable in the class-land, re-uption at a distance.     Irbid national ac-
